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Biography 

 

Mr. John Voight 

Owner, Sunrise Mine 

 

Mr. John Voight was raised on the homestead ranch near 

Chugwater, Wyoming. He obtained an Agriculture Degree from 

Casper College and a Finance degree from the University of 

Wyoming. He raised his family in Laramie and considers his 

greatest achievement raising two wonderful daughters. His 

varied working life includes farming for the Royal Family in 

Saudi Arabia, being a one-man-band and entertainer, real estate ownership and development 

from residential to commercial properties, farm and ranch projects, historic renovations, and a 

stint at restaurateuring and dance hall ownership. His current project with iron mining and 

archaeological stewardship has been a fantastic and rewarding experience. Sunrise is a very 

special place and continues to inspire and surprise. He is unsure what his next adventure 

may be. 

 

Title of Talk:  Continued Investigations at the Powars II Paleoindian Red Ochre Mine In 

Southeastern Wyoming 

 

Dr. Bruce Bradley, Mr. George Zeimens, and Mr. John Voight will give a presentation on the 

Powars II site located in Southeastern Wyoming.  The Powars II site consists of multiple 

prehistoric cultural facies as determined by salvage investigations during the ongoing field 

seasons. The Paleo red ochre mine exposed on a talus slope was dominated by Paleoindian 

people based on numerous projectile points and various stages of preforms collected from 

eroded deposits.  Diagnostic artifacts for Goshen, Midland, Folsom, Agate Basin, Hell Gap, 

and newly identified “Sunrise” cultural complexes are represented.  Several hundred stone 

tools were also collected from the mixed and eroded deposits at the bottom of the slope. A 

small test excavation in 1986 determined that intact cultural deposits are present on the slope 

above.   A terrace located across from the mine was found to contain ≥2m of stratified 

deposits representing Paleo, Early Archaic, Late Archaic and Late Prehistoric occupations.  A 

very large deposit of high quality chert and orthoquartzite is present at another location on the 

same terrace and apparently was the main source of raw stone material, especially for the 

Sunrise artifacts.  Precise spatial and temporal dimensions of Powars II remains to be 

determined but it is a large site and affords a rare opportunity for multidisciplinary research 

along numerous lines of investigation. 

 


